A.V.M.V.C.D. Board Meeting	                                                                                                                              August 27, 2026            



ANTELOPE VALLEY MOSQUITO AND VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT
462nd MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
42624 6TH STREET EAST, LANCASTER, CALIFORNIA  93535 
(661) 942-2917
	
AUGUST 27, 2026

4:00 P.M.

MINUTES



TRUSTEES PRESENT: David Gantenbein, Elvie Ancheta, Cei Kratz, and Tierney Smith-Woods.
 
TRUSTEES ABSENT: Elias Acevedo (nonresponsive to emails or texts)

STAFF PRESENT: Leann Verdick & Carolyn Etherton

OPENING:  President Gantenbein called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and asked Trustee Cei Kratz to lead in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  limit to 3 minutes:  
An opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on items of interest that are within the Board’s subject matter jurisdiction, and are not otherwise posted on the agenda. 

Officer Mario Vallarta from Palmdale’s Code Enforcement department was asked by the city to attend meetings so that they can stay informed of what is happening within the district as their board member, Elias Acevedo, has not attended meetings since November 2025.

APPROVAL OF JULY 30, 2026 MEETING MINUTES.
Trustee Kratz moved to approve the Minutes. Trustee Ancheta seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF JULY EFT’S AND WARRANTS FOR A TOTAL OF $ 169,274.90 
Trustee Gantenbein moved to approve the EFT and Warrants. Trustee Smith-Woods seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF REQUISITION NO. 1781 FOR A TOTAL OF $ 100,000.00 
Trustee Kratz moved to approve the Requisition. Trustee Ancheta seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION 2026-05; A RESOLUTION OF THE ANTELOPE VALLEY MOSQUITO AND VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT APPROVING THE FORM OF AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING AND AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN THE SPECIAL DISTRICT RISK MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY’S HEALTH BENEFITS PROGRAM


Trustee Kratz moved to approve the Resolution. Trustee Gantenbein seconded the motion. The motion passes unanimously. *Nothing has changed, just the legal verbiage. Cost and services are same as they have been.

CONSIDERATION OF BOARD MEMBER ELIAS ACEVEDO ATTENDANCE AND POSSIBLE DETERMINATION OF VACANCY
Leann sent the letter via email requesting a doctor’s note to excuse Elias Acevedo’s absence from board meetings. It did state that no diagnosis or medical information was needed, just verification from the doctor that his absence is due to medical reasons. He was given the date of August 26th to send it in and informed if the district does not receive it that the action item of a vacancy for the Palmdale Board Member position will be added to Augusts Agenda.  Trustee Kratz moved to approve the declaration of Palmdale Vacancy on Board. Trustee Ancheta seconded the motion. The motion passes unanimously. *Item term was changed to Action instead of Approval.


DISTRICT MANAGERS MONTHLY REPORT
[bookmark: _GoBack]Firstly, West Nile cases have been unusually high throughout California this season, with our district having the first human case. Unfortunately due to HIPPA, human cases are only allowed to be mentioned in a general way, no specifics other than what district it is in may be released to the public. This makes trapping and testing even more important and beneficial to the public as we are allowed to give exact locations of traps that were tested positive. With this information, the public may keep a closer eye out for what could potentially be the reason (i.e. dirty pools and/or unmaintained water features), as well as take extra precautions with repellent and wearing appropriate clothing. When out Zach does take the extra steps and speaks with people within the areas he is trapping in hopes of giving more information and he has noticed that many appear to be informed on the West Nile issues that California has been having. Secondly, this points positively to the districts outreach program, as Brenna is the one who gets the information to news and media outlets. She has recently incorporated Ascendant into her methods of informing the public. This is a texting service that allows her to target areas that have had positive West Nile mosquito pools. She is currently working with them to procure swimming pool lists within each zip code, so we can target the houses that are more likely to have the source. There has only been a 2% opt out rate, which is fairly low and shows that the public does want our information. If they actively opt in, they receive a follow up text with more information on the district and what they can do to stay on top of what is happening mosquito-wise within the AV. Thirdly, Leann is looking into hiring a new technician for next season. This position will go through the same trial run as the previous hire, meaning it will start out as a seasonal and if all goes well they will be brought on full-time. With a new hire comes the need for a new truck. Kevan and Leann are going through the options with them deciding that GovDeals will not be used, but perhaps DGS or the dealership. Kevan is against getting used trucks, and it will need to be at least a F150 due to the terrain it will be driving on and the other demands of the job. Lastly, Brenna is pregnant with twins, and will be due in February. With this happy news comes the need for a new policy, as the previous one is outdated and misaligned with the new laws. Leann is currently looking into everything and once all information has been collected, she will present it to the board.



NEXT BOARD MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 24, 2026 AT 4:00 PM, WILL BE HELD IN-PERSON AT THE DISTRICT OFFICE.	*October meeting will need to be rescheduled in the September meeting due to quorum not being met.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES COMMENTS: Trustee Ancheta gave a brief break down about the conference she attended for CSDA, as well as let the board know that the next conference will be held in San Diego. She urges others to go, as she learns something new every time she attends and feels it does help you become a better board member.

ITEMS NOT ON THE POSTED AGENDA: None.
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to come before the Board, President Gantenbein adjourned the meeting at 5:11 p.m. 


Respectfully Submitted:                                      Approved:

___________________________                       _____________________________
Cei Kratz				     	     David Gantenbein
Board Secretary                                                   Board President                                                                    
Page 1 of 3



Page 3 of 3

